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THE POWER OF THE 
WORD OF GOD 


“Power belongeth unto God” — Psalm 62:11 


The great reservoir of the power that belongs to God is 
His own Word—the Bible. If we wish to make it ours, 
we must go to that Book. Yet people abound in the 
Church who are praying for power and neglecting the 
Bible. Men are longing to have power for fruit-bearing 
in their own lives and yet forget that Jesus said: “The 
seed is the Word of God.” (Luke 8:11). They are longing 
to have power to melt the cold heart and break the stub- 
born will, and yet forget that God has said: “Is not my 
word like as a fireP ... and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23:29). If we are to obtain ful- 
ness of power in life and service, we must feed upon the 
Word of God. There is no other food so strengthening. If 
we will not take time to study the Bible, we cannot have 
power, any more than we can have physical power if we 
will not take time to eat nutritious food. 


—R. A. Torrey, in How To Obtain Fulness Of Power. 


4 
UOTSTATO SUOCTS& 200% 
Sseizucyg jo Aseaqry 


$2.50 A YEAR 


— 
PRESBYTERIAN 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec.-Treas. 
Mr. William Cannon 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Mr. Harvey G. Davis 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 
Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church im the United States 


Rev. Hemry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 


JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N. C. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor................ 


Asheville, 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. W. H. Frazer, D.D. 
Rev. Samuel McP. G 
Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 
Rev. H. Lawrence 
Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 
Dr. J. Park McCallie 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mr. Hugh Dickson 
Dr. H. E. Dustin 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson 


Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 


Mr. W. Gettys Guille 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 
Mr. Horace Hu 

Mr. Kenneth Keyes 


lasgow, D.D. 


Rev. ]. Kenton Parker 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Rev. Wade C. Smith 
Rev. Weisiger, III, D.D. 
Rev. W. 


Mr. T. Walker Lewis 

Mr. T.S. McPheeters 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. V. G. Philips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. Milton Scott 

Mr. A. R. Shaw 


wyman Williams, D.D. 


EDITORIAL 


What Difference 
Does It Make? 


Two business associates had been discussing eco- 
nomic conditions when one suddenly turned to the 
subject of Christianity. In the course of conversa- 
tion one of the men mentioned the second advent 
of Christ. The other asked, ““Well, what difference 
does it make whether He comes back or not?” 


There are many professing Christians who con- 
sciously or unconsciously share this attitude. It is 
an attitude, however that is foreign to the outlook 
of the New Testament. 


According to the New Testament the belief in 
the personal return of Christ is a source of tre- 
mendous inspiration. When the disciples were as- 
sured that, ‘““This same Jesus which is taken up 
from you into heaven shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven’’, they were 
lifted up and their fainting hearts began to beat 
with a new courage. In the light of this promise 
they were ready to become martyrs for the sake of 
Christ. Browning, in one of his poems, makes a 
young artist upon whose head Michaelangelo had 
laid his hand say, “Now I go back to paint upon 
my poor canvas forevermore proudly because the 
breath of the Master has been upon my head.” It 
was something of this nature that took place in the 
lives of the early followers of Christ when they 
were assured of His return. 


A second reply to the question, ““What difference 
does it make?”’ is that this conviction concerning the 
return of Christ is the source of encouragement to 
personal purity on the part of the Christian be- 
liever. John, in his first epistle has expressed it this 
way, “Behold what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God . . . Beloved now are we the sons 
of God and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be but we know that when He shall appear, we shall 
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be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. And every 
man that hath this hope set on him purifieth himself 
even as He is pure.’ Experience shows that the ex- 
pectant attitude manifested toward the return to 
Christ has been a compelling incentive to live a 
life of integrity. It has had a bearing on the ques- 
tion of worldly amusements. It has an influence 
upon business practices. 


“What difference does it make?” A third answer 
is that this truth is the source of Christian comfort. 
This was Paul’s view. He expressed it in I Thessa- 
lonians 4+:14-18. The concluding words are, ““Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words.” Paul 
found that the return of the Lord had a real bear- 
ing on the experience we call death. Paul assured 
his readers that when Christ comes, the dead in 
Christ will rise and the living saints will be trans- 
lated without having to taste death. When Christ 
comes again, the grave will be robbed of its victory. 
The mortal will put on immortality and corrup- 
tible natures will put on incorruption. 


It is not necessary that we engage in the debate on 
the millennial question. Christians, even the best 
of Christians, have differed on these questions and 
perhaps will always do so until the Lord returns. 
There must always be Christian tolerance on millen- 
nial views but the matter of the Lord’s return is 
not a matter of secondary importance. It is one of 
the cardinal affirmations in the Christian’s creed. 
Yes, it matters. When the question is asked, “But 
what difference does it make?” the answer is, it 
makes a tremendous difference. —J.R.R. 


Baiting The Book 


It is just about fifty years ago that the Religious 
Press quoted as follows: “The Higher Criticism 
since 1850 has given us 75 different theories on the 
origin and character of the Books of the Pentateuch, 
and 113 different theories on the Old Testament, 
108 on the Prophetical Books, 98 on the Great 
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Prophets, 144 on the Minor Prophets,—a total of 
538 different theories regarding the origin, value 
and inspiration of the Books of the Old Testament. 
The Higher Critics have published 208 different 
theories on the value of the Books of the New 
Testament.” 


Someone more interested in problems and in sta- 
tistics than in profit, may be able to enumerate the 
number of different theories regarding the Bible at 
this pre.ent time. We forbear. Likely the addition 
has been quite sizeable, for the critics are nothing 
if not industrious, 


We have heard tell of putting oneself out on a 
limb; there are stories even about a foolish man 
sawing off the branch between himself and the tree ; 
in addition we recall the adage regarding the man 
who killed the goose that laid the golden egg; but 
for nerve and unmitigated gall, to say nothing of the 
foolhardiness and short-sightedness, blindness, in- 
fatuation and egotism, there is scarcely the equal of 
the man and men who, while drawing salaries and 
deriving daily bread from supposedly Christian 
teaching, and that, of the Bible, at the same time 
appear whether in greater or less degree, to use the 
Book of Books largely as an object of cold reason- 
ing, abstract theorizing, nugatory cogitation, heart- 
less vivisection, and defamatory proclamation! 


It strikes us also that if the men who are sup- 
posed to be the savants of religious matters, cannot 
make up their minds in more concerted action and 
harmonious agreement that the above-mentioned 
theoretical vagaries indicate, it would be much more 
logical and in keeping with common sense, if for no 
other reason, for the uninitiated and unsophisticated 
to take the Bible on its direct claims, and (in the 
light of its persistence and power) deal with it as 
the pure Word of God, even without benefit of such 
clergy. Nor does this mean that we would follow 
— if they were to agree in their baiting of the 

ook. 


And surely those who are under oath to feed the 
flock of God, and to preach the Word of salvation, 
out of the World’s Book, as the “only infallible 
rule of Faith and Practice,’ would do well indeed 
to reject the rationalistic and swivel-chair theorists, 
and fall back on the one Book. All of which re- 
minds us of a song of long ago, about a fellow 
wildly in love with a girl, but who was ignorant as 
to accepted procedures leading to matrimony. How 
should he go about getting her as his bride? He 
asks about the proper person to approach for con- 
sent to the wedding. After mentioning her father 
and her mother and her sister and brother, and re- 


ceiving tearful negatives regarding each one, he 
finally cries in desperation: ““Then whom shall | 
ask ?”” The maid replies: “You'd better ask me!” 


—R.F.G. 


Growing Christians 


Growth and maturity should characterize the 
lives of Christians and yet, how few of us really 
grow in our knowledge and understanding, how 
few of us mature in things of the Spirit! 


When one accepts Christ as Saviour he experi- 
ences a supernatural transaction, whereby God im- 
plants in his heart something of the divine nature. 
But, this dces not make one a mature Christian. 
Rather it is as though one had just begun to live. 
It is a sudden turning or reversing of direction, a 
point from which a new life is started, a new jour- 
ney embarked upon. 


Few indeed are the Christians who grow as they 
should and while the reason is obvious it is too rare- 
ly acted upon. A little baby grows because it eats 
and exercises and parents rejoice when they see the 
little one developing in physical and mental powers. 
Christians only too often fail to grow because they 
do not eat. They fail to realize that spiritual growth 
depends on spiritual food and this is to be had only 
in consistent Bible study and prayer. An occasional 
verse, or chapter, in the Bible is no more adequate 
for spiritual growth for the Christian than an oc- 
casional ounce of formula hastily snatched by a 


baby. 


Bible study is a matter of attitude and also a mat- 
ter of self-discipline. By attitude is meant that we 
must realize that it is a God-breathed Book and in 
it is to be found the wisdom, instruction, guidance, 
warning and hope which is found nowhere else. 
The fascinating thing is that no matter how much 
we study God’s Word, it is still pertinent for our 
lives today and its wonders are never exhausted. 
The writer has many books on medicine and sur- 
gery. According to law he is permitted to deduct 
twenty-five per-cent of their value each year for 
four years as recognized depreciation. Except for 
books on the basic sciences most medical books are 
beginning to be obsolete the day they leave the 
presses. 


But, the Bible is entirely different, it is living 
and instructive and applicable to every phase of our 
lives today. This being true—and it is—we should 
approach it in an attitude of reverent expectation. 
How else can we approach a Book which is: “Quick, 
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and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 1s a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart’? 


While Bible study and prayer are rewarding ex- 
periences it is nevertheless a fact that, certainly in 
the early days, one must exercise strict self-discipline 
to continue in this exercise, for the enemy of souls 
hates the Word of God and will interpose every 
conceivable obstacle and excuse to keep us from 
studying it. This discipline includes a recognition 
of the fact that we are not prepared for daily liv- 
ing without the spiritual contact and the spiritual 
food to be found in the Scriptures and in prayer 
to God and this being so we must not let our work, 
pleasure or sleep interfere with the time necessary 
for these devotions. 


We cannot be strong and mature Christians un- 
less we grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, nor can we be effective Chris- 
tians in our dealing with others. We may be tre- 
mendously active in the program of the Church, 
but we will not be a spiritual blessing unless we are 
daily partaking of the food which brings spiritual 
strength and maturity. 


This is a matter of the gravest importance. Let 
us stop and ask ourselves the question? Am I grow- 
ing in a knowledge and understanding of the Bible? 
Am I growing in spiritual power? Is my witness 
as a Christian more mature and effective than it 
was a year ago? If the answer is ““Yes’’, then let us 
humbly continue in the daily use of these glorious 
means of grace which God has given us. But, if the 
answer is ““No’’, there is only one means of chang- 
ing the situation in our lives: let us determine that 
by God’s grace and His help we will begin today to 
study His Word and take time for prayer. 


—L.N.B. 


There is no other way to grow. 


Is BIGGER 
Always BETTER? 


Americans have a mania for “Bigness.”” We are 
proud of our Big Business, our Big Buildings, our 
Big Bombers, and sometimes it looks as though we 
are even proud of our Big Crimes. 


This idea has spread to the Churches and we 
have the spectacle of two large churches, already 
too large for one pastor, uniting to form a bigger 
church, losing in membership and in efficiency as 
a result. We are in danger of committing the tragic 
mistake of the Middle Ages and filling our country 
with Cathedrals. Of what value are those immense 
structures in Europe which cost millions of dollars? 
Christ never commanded us to go into all the world 
and build vast structures for tourists to visit, but 
to go into all the world and preach the gospel. If 
the Christians in those days had obeyed His com- 
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mand we would have had a different world today. 
They filled their cities with big buildings while the 
Big lost world continued in sin. I dare say that 
more people have been saved through the street 
preaching of the Salvation Army than by all the 
Cathedrals of Europe. 


Right now we have a mania for Big Denomina- 
tions. We forget that the smaller groups are the 
ones that are growing the fastest. Our Southern 
Church is just about the right size to do good work, 
and I believe, (this may seem strange), that the 
Northern Church would do better work if it were 
split into about three Regional Churches. Why 
unite two denominations just to form a bigger one? 
Are more souls going to be saved? Will more mis- 
sionaries be sent out? I was talking to one of our 
Methodist brothers about the result in their church 
and his answer boiled down to about this: We are 
bigger and have more prestige and influence (on the 
world). 


Have we forgotten that when the Church was 
One Big Church, (or two, if we start after the 
split between the East and West) that it sank to 
its lowest level in corruption both of life and of 
doctrine? What we need is not Big Denominations, 
or One Big Church, but a Big Love in our hearts 
for the “Brethren” in all the Churches. There is 
but ONE CHURCH. It has many branches. Let 
us not try to trim off all the branches and spoil 


the beautiful tree. —J.K.P. 


A Metrical Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55) 
(For A Long Metre Tune) 


My soul the Lord doth magnify, 
In Him my spirit doth rejoice: 

For He, my Saviour, hath looked down 
Upon the servant of His choice. 


Hereafter all will call me blest, 
For Mighty God hath done to me, 
His willing maid of low estate, 
Great deeds of magnanimity. 


On those who fear Him lovingly ‘ 
His mercy resteth ever sure; 

His strong right arm He stretcheth out 
’Gainst vaunting, boastful minds impure. 


He putteth tyrants from their seats, 
But giveth place to lowliness ; 

He filleth hungry mouths and hearts, 
But sendeth grief to greediness. 


He helped and helpeth Israel 
According to His Covenant true, 

In days gone by and days to come 
For ever old, for ever new. 


—Allen Cabaniss. 
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A Deadly Peril 


Karl Marx wrote: “Religion is the opium of the 
people.” Let the free world remember: Peace offers 
from Communism are a deadly peril. 


There are those who are rejoicing at the “New 
line of the Kremlin’—the ‘New Policy of Mos- 
cow’’—the “Hope of peace in our time.” Just how 
foolish can we get? 


Communism is dedicated to world revolution 
and world domination. If, for expediency’s sake, 
Russia.and her satellites appear to be taking a more 
reasonable attitude in world affairs it is mot because 
of a change of heart. Rather it is because of develop- 
ments which make it wiser to change the outward 
appearance of. her program for the time being. 


Any offer of Communism which lulls the free 
nations into a sense of false security; which causes 
them to slacken in their own preparations for de- 
fense; which makes them less alert to guard against 
intrigue and infiltration: this can be the sleep of 


death. 


In the Summer of 1951, when we had the Com- 
munist armies of Korea on the verge of complete 
defeat—this is confirmed by highest military au- 
thority—we joyously jumped at Moscow's offer 
of truce talks. By our act of stupidity we gained 
nothing—Communism gained it all. Today we are 
again faced by apparent offers of a reasonable solu- 
tion. 


This is a deadly peril. —L.N.B. 


Today’s Opportunity 


On Sunday afternoon, March 29th, Mr. Homer 
Rhodeheaver made a statement, the true significance 
of which should not escape Christian leaders the 
world over. 


During the broadcast of The Hour of Decision, 
Mr. Rhodeheaver was recognized and asked to give 
a word of greeting. He said that in that one broad- 
cast, reaching an estimated twenty million people, 
Billy Graham would be heard by more people than 
all of the people who listened to Billy Sunday dur- 
ing his entire ministry. 


While it is true that many products of scientific 
research have been and are used for destruction, or 
for questionable purposes, it is also true that many 
of them can be used to further the cause of Christ’s 


Kingdom. 


We should be alert to use every means available 
to make Him known. —H.B.D. 


A leather-bound copy of THE TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN without cost. See 
ANGLERS on Page 6. 
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“Calvin Said ... ” 


(On The Brotherhood Of Man) 


Calvin is frequently counted to have been a 
heartless predestinarian with no feeling for any but 
those he counted the elect of God. The caricature is 
hardly true: 

‘Now, it is said, ‘One is destitute of the fear of 
God’ when one does not have compassion on the 
afflicted. And, in fact, if we hold to the rule given 
us by our Lord Jesus Christ, we will plainly see 
that this is true. And why? Listen to the words of 
our Lord Jesus. He insists that we must follow 
our heavenly Father, if we wish to be taken for His 
children. Even the pagans have well said that there 
is nothing in which a man better resembles God, 
than in doing good, in acting humanely towards 
those who are in need. 

‘“‘Now, remember that God makes His sun to 
shine upon the just and the unjust. When I look 
at my brother man, I am looking at one who is the 
image of my flesh and of my nature: if he should 
be carried under by trials, and I not care, would 
it not be a good sign that I do not think of God 
and that I have none of His compassion? Thus it is 
not without reason that it is said in this passage 
that those who have no pity upon poor ones who 
are in affliction are destitute of the fear of God.’* 


“We should know that men were created for 
this end, that they should love one another. There- 
fore, none will be counted innocent of the crime 
of hatred, before God, but those who embrace their 
neighbors with love. For not only will a secret dis- 
pleasure be accounted as hatred, but even that ne- 
glect of brethren and that cold charity towards all 
men that reigns in the world.” ** 


Calvin frequently spoke of the brotherhood of 
all men, as creatures of God. And we, today, who 
count ourselves of the Reformed tradition, some- 
times seem to forget that whereas a barren social 
concern unsupported by a dynamic faith is dead, so 
too is a passion for theological orthodoxy, unrelieved 
by a vital social concern. That is not to say that 
we must expect Utopia upon earth, but it is to say 
that the book of James is as relevant to our needs 
as the epistle to the Romans. 


*From a Sermon on Job 6:15-23. 


**From the Commentary on Genesis 29:31. 


GOwWNsS 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 3 — Ways and Means. “Tackle.” 
The Word. 


The most skilful fishermen have deep concern in 
selecting lures. Some expert trout fishermen make 
their own. They watch for the pattern of flies and 
bugs that are in season on the creek bank, in the 
bushes, and they fashion artificial lures as nearly 
like them as possible. Even with this care they are 
never quite sure whether the wary trout will rise 
to the cast. Here is where the fisher for souls has a 
great advantage. There is one sure bait. It is the 
Word of God. Faithfully use that and you will 
get your “fish” sooner or later, if it is to be caught. 
See what the Word itself says about this: “For the 
Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.’ (Heb. 4:12). Read also the 
forthright guarantee in Isaiah 55:10-13. “So shall 
my Word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and prosper in the thing 
~whereto I sent it.” Mark this: You may be ever so 
witty and eloquent; your reasoning may be ever so 
cogent and logical, but it is not guaranteed. God’s 
Word IS. “Jt shall not return unto Him void.” So 
make use of the Word. You do not have to slavishly 
quote it, if you can state the substance, though it 
is safer if you can quote it accurately. Such state- 
ments as Jno. 3:16 & 18; Rom. 3:23 & 6:23; 19:9, 
10; I John 1:9 & 4:13, 14;—commit these to 
memory—or practice turning to them easily and 
quickly in your testament. 


Remember, there are no words so potent as The 
Word, in soul winning. 


Next week, Lesson No. + will show “Where to 


Fish.” 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the ninth in a series of articles by J. V. 
N. Talmage, B. E.) 


The Perseverance Of 
The Geologists 


We Presbyterians have often heard of the perse- 
verance of the saints, but | doubt whether many 
have heard of the perseverance of the geologists, 
which, of course, is of an entirely different char- 
acter, 


In spite of a century of research and discovery of 
vast stores of information, the Bible-critical geolo- 
gists have not found the answer to the question, 
WHAT CAUSED THE ICE-AGES? And yet 
they cling tenaciously to their unproved assumption 
that in the past there has been a periodic cooling 
and warming of the earth. Since the situation is 
getting desperate, the scientists accept temporarily 
what are patently makeshift explanations. Still they 
persevere. It is not just one problem that thwarts 
them but many; still they cling desperately to what 
they cannot understand. In the last column, I noted 
thirteen erroneous assumptions, but the geologists 
shut their eyes to the many inconsistencies of each 
assumption and march courageously on. Dr. R. J. 
Braidwood of the University of Chicago, frankly 
admits that the correlation assumed to have existed 
between glaciation in northwest Europe and rain- 
fall in the Near East is “balderdash,” but in spite 
of the nonsense, he never for a moment suggests 
giving up any of the unproved theories. I have 
talked to some of these men and their confidence 
amazes me. 


But since these men, bound by a common hostil- 
ity to God’s intervention in nature, hold so stub- 
bornly to things they cannot explain, why is it that 
religious leaders, fearing ridicule, discard the story 
of the Garden of Eden and the Flood of Noah, 
simply because they cannot explain them? Is it be- 
cause of the force of the arguments of the geologists ? 
No, for in spite of an extended search, | have yet 
to find a leader who knows much about the sub- 
ject. Perhaps the theologian can explain this mys- 
tery. But I recall some words from the prophet 
Jeremiah (2:11 A.R.V.): “Hath a nation changed 
its gods which yet are no gods? But my people have 
changed their glory for that which doth not profit.” 
Evidently religious leaders have not changed much 
since Jeremiah’s day. 


There was a remnant in Jeremiah’s day that 
were true to their God and His Word, and so there 
is today. When we Christians wipe away the cob- 
webs of philosophical dogma, and seek a true solu- 
tion to the problems of the earliest posterity of 
Adam we are bound to be called a lot of “crack- 
pots.” However we should realize that these Bible- 
critics are not going to sit quietly by and have their 
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philosophical apple-cart upset so that a bunch of 
“uninformed” Bible students can gather in the fruit 
of many years of hard philosophical labor. We must 
expect sneers, from the learned and a dubious at- 


— 


titude from even those who know the Bible. When 
we know that if we have the proper interpretation 
of God’s Word, we have every advantage, can we 
falter in perseverance when the atheists do not? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR APRIL 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Reaching Out From Antioch 


Background Scripture: Acts 11:19-26; 
Pa Devotional Reading: Matthew 28: 
16-20. 


In our Devotional Reading from Matthew Jesus commands His disciples: 


“Go ye therefore, and teach 


(make disciples of) all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghost.”” There are several parts to this Great Commission: 
ity: “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”” (2) “Go ye herelea 
“Lo, | am with you, even unto the end of the world.” 


The disciples, however, seemed very slow, and 
even reluctant, to carry out these Marching Orders. 
They appeared content to remain in Jerusalem, 
and were not eager to reach out to others besides 
the Jews. It was only when persecution scattered 
the Christians that they went everywhere preaching 
the word. Philip, one of the seven deacons, went 
down to the city of Samaria, preached there, and 
many believed. Peter, after a thrice-repeated vision 
went to the house of Cornelius, the Roman cen- 
turion, preached to him and those gathered in his 
home. They had a second Pentecost, as it has been 
called, or the “Gentile Pentecost ;” the Holy Spirit 
was poured out upon those assembled. It took a long 
time for the Jews to get over their narrow-minded- 
ness, and the question of how the Gentiles were 
saved had to be settled at a Council of the Church. 
After this, there was continual jealousy on the part 
of many Jews toward the Gentiles, as we shall see 
as we go on with the Missionary journeys of Paul. 


Jerusalem, the mother church, was not to have 
the honor of being the Missionary Church. It never 
seemed to get away entirely from the narrowness 
of the Jew. Another city, Antioch was to have this 
distinction. 


I. Antioch receives the 


Gospel: 11:19-26. 


A great persecution arose at the time of Stephen’s 
death and the Christians were scattered abroad. 
Some of them travelled as far as Phenice, Cyprus, 
and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto 
the Jews only. Then some of them began to preach 
to the Grecians, and a great number believed. 


When the word reached the church at Jerusalem, 
they sent Barnabas down to Antioch. Barnabas, son 
of consolation, or the encourager, as his name in- 
dicates, was a “good man, full of the Holy Ghost, 
and of faith, and much people were added to the 
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(1) The assertion of His own power (author- 
etc. (3) The promise, 


Lord.” Barnabas was not only a big-hearted man, 
but he was a big man in other ways: he was big 
enough to call in another to help him, although he 
doubtless knew that this other man would soon sur- 
pass him. When he saw the work growing he felt 
the need of help, and went to Tarsus to seek Saul, 
thus showing that he was a fine judge of character 
and fitness for work, for certainly no man was bet- 
ter equipped for splendid service than Saul of Tar- 
sus. He brought him to the city and for a whole 
year these two men worked there side by side. It 
was in Antioch that the disciples were first called 
“Christians,” the name that has stuck with them 
through the ages. It should mean “Christ’s men,” 
men who are saved by Him and devoted to Him. 


Il. Antioch Receives Instructions 


From the Holy Spirit: 13:1-3. 


The church at Antioch was full of gifted prophets 
and teachers; it was an unusual church in many 
respects. As these gifted men were ministering to 
the Lord, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them. Here is the first requisite in the Making of 
a Missionary; the call of the Holy Spirit. I am 
afraid that some have gone who have never had 
this call, and that explains some things which have 
happened on the mission field. These men were 
called by the Spirit and sent forth by the Spirit. 
We at times may have had only those who have 
been called by men and sent forth by men. 


Their associates had a part, however, in this 
sending, for they prayed, and fasted, and laid their 
hands on them, setting them apart, or ordaining 
them, we would say. In our capacity as ministers 
and elders we also ordain men as officers and minis- 
ters, but, after all, our part is secondary; the real 
calling and ordaining must be done by the Holy 
Spirit. 
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III. The First Missionary 
Journey: 13:4-14. 


Thus began what is known as Paul’s First Mis- 
sionary Journey. There are several stages in this 
journey which we will discuss. 


1. On the Island of 
Cyprus: 4-13. 


It was natural for them to go to the island of 
Cyprus, for Barnabas was a native of that Island, a 
Levite. John Mark, a nephew, or cousin of Barna- 
bas accompanied them as their attendant, or minis- 
ter. They began their preaching in the synagogues 
of the Jews. This was always their custom: To the 
Jew first. 


They go through the island to Paphos, and there 
they meet with a sorcerer named Elymas, who tried 
to keep the deputy, Sergius Paulus, from the faith. 
Paul is led to rebuke him in very stern language: 
“O full of subtlety and all mischief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the 
Lord?” Here was a man very similar to the demon- 
possessed men who so often confronted Christ when 
He was on earth. The business of the devil and 
wicked men under his influence, is to make straight 
paths crooked. How terrible has been their work! 
God’s paths are very plain and simple; “Stand in 
the ways and see, and ask for the old paths wherein 
is the good way, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” Satan and his emissaries try to mix man up, 
confuse them in every possible manner, and make 
crooked paths for their feet. The simple Gospel of 
the grace of God has been so mixed with error 
that it is hardly recognizable. The Reformation was 
a movement to untangle the thinking of the Church, 
and to make straight the path of salvation which 
had become so crooked and complicated that men 
were lost and confused. 


It is a terrible sin to “pervert the right ways of 
the Lord”, and an awful judgment fell on this 
sorcerer; he was smitten with blindness and sought 
someone to lead him by the hand. He had tried to 
blind others, and he himself is made blind. The 
deputy believed, greatly astonished by the teaching, 
(and no doubt, by this miracle). 


2. Sermon at Antioch in 


Pisidia. 14-41. 


We have here a sample sermon of the great 
apostle, and it will be interesting to analyze it a 
bit so as to see what these early disciples preached. 


There is the Historical Background; a brief re- 
view of some of the salient features of the history 
of God’s people. He was preaching to Jews, and 
it was natural for him to anchor his sermon in the 


Old Testament. 


Beginning with the 23rd verse he shows them 
how God, according to His promise, raised up 
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Jesus Christ. (And yet there are some people who 
try to tell us that there is nothing about Christ 
in the Old Testament, and there are others who try 
to take from the Old Testament all its clear 
prophecies concerning the coming Messiah). The 
fact remains that the whole Bible is Christo-centric; 
Messianic prophecy runs like a scarlet thread 
through its pages and to cut it out is to mutilate 
and destroy it. 


He then takes up the testimony of John the Bap- 
tist to Christ. The Jews held John in honor as a 
great prophet and John spoke of Jesus and pointed 
to Him as the Messiah. 


Next he shows them the terrible sin of their 


rulers in condemning and putting to death their 
Messiah. 


Verse 30 is the grand climax: “But God raised 
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him from the dead.” This is also a fulfillment of 
Old ‘Testament prophecy, and he quotes from 
Psalms 2 and 16 to prove his point. 

He follows with the gracious words: “Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins; and by him all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye could not be justified 
by the law of Moses.’”’ These words constitute the 
heart of the Gospel of the grace of God which was 
to be the theme of so many of Paul’s letters, espe- 
cially Romans and Galatians. 

He closes with a word of warning: “Beware 
therefore.’’ He runs up the danger signal and seems 
to have a premonition of what would happen. 


3. The Reaction to the Sermon. 


This was favorable at first, and it looked as 
though there would be a glorious response to his 
message, for many of the Jews followed Paul; 
who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue 
in the grace of God. The next Sabbath Day almost 
the whole city came together to hear. But when 
the Jews saw the multitudes they were filled with 
envy. What an awful record envy has in the Bible! 
Then Paul and Barnabas told them plainly that 
since they judged themselves unworthy of everlast- 
ing life, they would turn to the Gentiles. ‘This 
made the Gentiles glad, but infuriated the jealous 
Jews, stirring up “the devout and honorable 
women” (is there irony here?), and chief men of 
the city, expelled them from their coasts. “And the 
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Ghost.” 


4+. At leonium. 

Here a great multitude of both Jews and Gen- 
tiles believed, but the unbelieving Jews stirred up 
the Gentiles, and they were about to be stoned, so 


they fled to Lystra and Derbe. 


5. The Miracle at Lystra. 

Paul is led to heal a man who is impotent in his 
feet, and when the people saw the miracle they cried 
out, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of 
men, and they named Barnabas Jupiter and Paul 
Mercurius, and prepared to worship them as gods. 
In horror they ran among them crying out, Sirs, 
why do ye these things? ‘They had a hard time re- 
straining the people. Now we see the fickleness of 
the crowd. When some came from Antioch and 
Iconium they persuaded the people and having 
stoned Paul, they drew him out of the city. 


6. They retrace their steps and report 
to the Church: 21-28. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 19 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Calling All Christians 


WorsHIP SERVICE 
Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Immortal Love, For Ever Full” 
Scripture: II Corinthians 8:1-15 
Prayer 
Offering 
Hymn: “I Gave My Life For Thee” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

There is no more amazing fact than that God 
calls men, but He does. His “‘whosoever will” rings 
out today as the Gospel is preached and men are in- 
vited to repent and believe in Jesus Christ. The 
Spirit of God still works to woo and to win men 
to the living God, and how thankful each of us 
should be that He drew us to Himself and gave us 
life eternal. However, the call of God does not 
stop with repentance and salvation. There is the 
constant call of God to Christians. It is a call to 
faith, fellowship and fruitfulness, and it should 
ring in every believer's ear. Let us listen closely 
as our first speaker deals with God’s call to faith. 


First Speaker 

Not only is it true that, “being therefore justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” but having believed unto the 
salvation of our souls we are called to “live by 
faith.” We are “delivered from the powers of dark- 
ness and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son” that we might, “walk by faith and not by 
sight.”” Faith doesn’t stop with salvation, it just 
begins. Yet how many of us are prone just to rest 
at that point and not press on in the walk of faith 
to which we are called in Christ. Paul commended 
the Thessalonians for their “work of faith.” Cer- 
tainly it included their having believed the Gospel, 
for they had “received the word with much afflic- 
tion, with joy of the Holy Ghost,” but it involved 
also their walk of obedience in a “labour of love.”’ 
We have great plans, programs, and numerous com- 
mittees, but all too little confidence in the power 
of God as we undertake the work of the church in 
this age. “Faith without works is dead,” but works 
apart from faith will accomplish nothing of lasting 
value, for only through the power of God can the 
work of God go forward. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It is marvelous to know that we are called to be 
God’s co-workers in a work of faith, and that the 
very resources of heaven are available for doing 
the will of God. In view of the tremendous needs 
in the world today, it is obvious that only the power 
of God can avail. But there is another aspect of 
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this call to Christians that is a blessing to our own 
hearts. Our second speaker has a word for us con- 
cerning fellowship. 


Second Speaker 

John, in his first epistle, says: ““That which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ.”” There are two phases of fellowship 
indicated in this verse, and both belong to the be- 
liever in Christ. There is the call to fellowship with 
God through the Lord Jesus Christ. It is almost 
too good to be true, but it is true! We, though 
having no merit nor goodness of our own, are called 
to have fellowship with the living God ; to walk and 
talk with Him in a fellowship of love. God paid the 
price of His only-begotten Son to make this fellow- 
ship possible, and how grateful our hearts should 
be. Then there is the fellowship one with another 
in Christ. Christian fellowship knows no boundaries 
of race, nationality, or culture, but extends a hand 
of love to every believer in Jesus Christ. It sheds 
abroad a spirit of warmth and devotion that pre- 
vails among those who are of “like precious faith,” 
and binds us together with ties that are eternal, for 
in Him we are one, “members of His body, and 
members one of another.”’ Our heads may differ 
with regard to organization and procedure, but our 
hearts are one as we are united in our love for 
Christ and in our desire to share with others the 
blessings that are ours in Him. 


“What a fellowship, what a joy divine! 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine... ” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Our fellowship here is just a “foretaste of glory 
divine,” for one day we'll have perfect fellowship 
with God and with believers of all ages, and will 
dwell with Him forever. Certainly if we expect to 
spend eternity with God and with other Christians, 
we ought to begin to cultivate both more earnestly 
now. 


There is still another aspect to this call of God 
to Christians. It is the aim or object of our call to 
faith and fellowship. Our third speaker will present 
the call to fruitfulness. 


Third Speaker 

Jesus first calls us to come, then to abide, and 
then to bear fruit for Him. He has promised that 
if we abide, we will bear fruit, and much fruit at 
that. If we have really come to Him, and if we are 
truly abiding in Him, then fruit will be inevitable. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” We need to 
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realize that the “fruit of the Spirit is love,” and 
that love reveals itself not in words but in works. 
Israel talked religion, and fasted, but God said 
through Isaiah, the prophet, “Is not this the fast 
that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wicked- 
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it 
not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when 
thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that 
thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?” It 
isn’t enough to say we love the Lord, and our fel- 
low Christians. Just to say, “Those poor Korean 
Christians,” will not supply the needed food and 
clothing. Just to pity the millions of displaced per- 
sons in Europe will not provide food and shelter. 
If our love for Christ is real it will be realized in 
the good works we perform today. “The fruit of 
the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and 
truth.”” Righteousness is being good, and goodness 
is doing good. If our faith in God is real, Christ 
will make us righteous for He is our righteousness, 
but the responsibility for good works rests upon us, 
and happy are we if we do them. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Too many of us are prone to forget the respon- 
sibility for bearing fruit, and are content just to 
enjoy the fellowship to which we are called in 
faith, but such an attitude is selfish, superficial, and 
shallow. The deeper joy of Christian faith and 
fellowship is found in fruitful service for Jesus 
Christ as we share with others the spiritual and 
material blessings that we have received. ‘The 
favor he shows, and the joy he bestows, are for 
them who will trust and obey.” 


Women’s Work 


What Missionary Homes Will 
Mean To The World Mission 
Task Of The Church 


By C. Darby Fulton ... Executive Secretary 
Board Of World Missions 


The Board of World Missions places its enthusi- 
astic approval behind the decision of the Board of 
Women’s Work to designate the 1953 Birthday 
Offering for Furlough Homes for Foreign Mission- 
aries and their Families. 


The missionary’s furlough is much more than a 
mere vacation. Indeed, the Board recognizes it as 
playing so important a part in his life and work 
that it issues a special “Manual for Missionaries on 
Furlough,” designed to assist the missionary in mak- 
ing the richest possible use of his furlough experi- 
ence. This Manual begins with the following intro- 
duction: 


‘lhe missionary should recognize that the fur- 
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lough is an integral, inseparable part of his work, 
to be entered on as seriously and with as careful 
planning in advance as any other part of his voca- 
tion. In the life of the Church at home there is no 
recurring period comparable to the missionary’s 
furlough. The home worker has no such opportun- 
ity every few years for physical, mental, and spiri- 
tual renewal, for reviewing his work from a dis- 
tance, for taking fresh stock of himself and his 
resources, and for deliberate and prayerful facing 
of his next period of service. ‘The lack of such op- 
portunity may be one cause of the staleness among 
us which we deplore. For the missionary, the fur- 
lough is a necessity because of the combined effect 
on body and spirit, of climate, separation from home, 
and the exhausting struggle with overshadowing, 
dominating, suffocating evil.” 


It is generally recognized that the three main 
purposes of a furlough are: 


l. Rest and Recuperation. 


While the Board requires all of its missionaries 
to undergo yearly physical examination on the field, 
it recognizes the furlough time as affording a special 
opportunity for careful and complete overhauling. 
Accordingly, each missionary, upon reaching the 
homeland, undergoes a rigid physical check-up on 
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the basis of which he then receives such care and 
treatment as his case may require. 


While the Board spares no expense in its effort 
to safeguard the health of our missionaries, no 
amount of medical care can be fully effective if the 
missionary is burdened by undue anxiety either over 
a place to live, or the schooling of his children, or 
the problems of housekeeping in an environment 
that has grown strange through long residence 
abroad. 


It is almost tragic that the year of furlough, de- 
signed to afford a period of well-earned rest, should 
sometimes involve so much worry and petty annoy- 
ance over the mere details of living as to defeat its 
real purpose entirely. 


While the missionary may speak of “coming 
home”’ on furlough, he realizes that actually he no 
longer has a home in this country. Old friends are 
scattered. Family ties are broken. The once treas- 
ured associations are gone. Even where relatives ex- 
tend their hospitality, the missionary seldom feels 
free to accept such favors for more than a few 
weeks. 


Finding a suitable place of residence is not easy. 
The children must be put in school. Parents are en- 
couraged to pursue special studies that will enhance 
their effectiveness on their return to the field. Fur- 
nished houses are scarce; rents are high; and the 
missionary’s range of choice is greatly restricted by 
his limited salary. 


In the face of these circumstances, imagine the 
relief and delight of the missionary, who, arriving 
on furlough, finds a home ready and waiting for his 
occupancy. Every thing needed for his comfort and 
effective living has been anticipated. The house is 
completely furnished and tastefully decorated. It 
has been garnished and swept. The refrigerator is 
running. The beds are made. Other missionaries 
from distant lands are in adjoining apartments, and 
a happy fellowship begins at once. Nearby are play- 
grounds and schools for the children. The churches 
of the community extend a cordial welcome. And 
over the missionary, as he settles for his first night 
in his furlough home, comes the comforting sense 
of the Church’s tender thoughtfulness and care. 


Such are the homes that the 1953 Birthday Offer- 
ing will help to establish in Richmond, Atlanta, 
Louisville and Austin. It would be difficult to 
measure what they will mean to the peace of mind 
of our missionaries on furlough. No house hunt- 
ing; no dickering over rents; no unpleasant neigh- 
bors! Only love, care, fellowship and joyous living; 
and these will do more for the missionary’s health 
than medicines and formulas. 


2. Preparation for 
Increased Efficiency. 


The missionary comes home, to return. He, there- 
fore, looks upon his furlough as an opportunity to 
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continue his preparation for more effective service. 
With this in view, he is encouraged to spend at least 
a part of it, consistent with needed rest and re- 
cuperation, in such special study and training as 
may fit him more adequately for his work on the 
field. The expense of such training in Bible, Evan- 
gelism, Religious Education, surgery, nursing, in- 
dustrial or technical lines, suited to the missionary’s 
precise work and function, is borne by the Board. 


All of this assumes that the missionary and his 
family must find a location where such opportunities 
for study are readily available; else he must leave 
his family and spend a period of months away at 
some center where the desired courses can be had. 


The 1953 Birthday Offering proposes to locate 
Furlough Homes in four strategic centers of our 
Church—Richmond, Atlanta, Louisville and Aus- 
tin—where our missionaries will find themselves 
adjacent to our four seminaries, the Assembly’s 
Training School, colleges, universities, libraries, 
hospitals, and other institutions that offer ready ac- 
cess to the courses they desire to pursue. Here, too, 
they will be in touch with many sources of our 
Church’s life, becoming acquainted with its lead- 
ers, and drink freely from the fountains of truth 
to replenish the inner springs of their spiritual 
thought and life. 


3. Informing and Inspiring the 
Church for its Missionary Task. 


Every true missionary is eager, on his return to 
the homeland on furlough, to share with the Church 
constituency the story of his life and experience on 
the field. You will remember how Paul and Barna- 
bas, arriving back from their missionary tour, 
“gathered the Church together and rehearsed all 
that God had done with them and how He had 
opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” 


The missionary’s furlough, then, is a time for 
report and testimony. Last year our furloughed 


missionaries visited a total of 1,853 places, and de-: 


livered 4,106 missionary addresses to an estimated 
audience of 361,468 listeners. This is an audience 
equivalent to one-half of the total membership of 
our Presbyterian Church in the United States. Who 
can measure the far-reaching results of this in new 
interest and zeal for missionary enterprise! 


Obviously, to do this important work of deputa- 
tion most effectively, missionaries on furlough must 
be deployed over the Church so that they can reach 
out into adjoining areas without undue waste of 
travel-time and expense. What centers could you 
find that would be more appropriately located than 
Richmond, Atlanta, Louisville and Austin? Teams 
of furloughed missionaries, residing in these centers, 
will be able to serve the congregations of our Church 
more promptly, more cheaply, more conveniently, 
with less of physical strain, and with fewer inter- 
ruptions to the normal course of life with their 
families. 
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Consider, too, the important function that these 
missionaries can perform in their contact with the 
seminaries and other institutions near which they 
will be residing. Even in the past, many missionaries 
on furlough have been drawn into the classrooms 
to give instruction on the problems, methods, op- 
portunities, needs and outlook of the missionary 
task. This unique ministry can be greatly expanded 
when the objectives of the 1953 Birthday Offering 
are realized and a Home for Furloughed Mission- 
aries is set alongside each seminary where our new 
generation of ministers is being trained. What 
could the Church do that would contribute more 
effectively to the development of fervent mission- 
ary preaching, or the enlistment of many of our 
choicest young men and women for missionary 
service? 


The Board recognizes the great service that has 
been rendered our missionaries through many years 
by Mission Court, in Richmond, Virginia, and more 
recently by Mission Haven in Decatur, Georgia. It 
rejoices in the fact that the 1953 Birthday Offering 
is to be used to continue the splendid work of these 
furlough homes and to make possible the develop- 
ment of similar facilities in connection with our 
seminaries in Louisville, Kentucky, and Austin, 
Texas. The Board commends this enterprise to the 
Church for its generous and enthusiastic support. 


Church News 


Resolutions On The 
Revised Standard 
Version 


Whereas the National Association of Evangelli- 
cals has requested of the Evangelical Theological 
Society an evaluation of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the English Bible, the Southern Section of 
the E. T. S., meeting in Chattanooga on March 21, 
1953, approves the following statement: 


We are in hearty agreement with the principle 
that the Bible should be translated into contempo- 
rary speech and therefore approve in principle most 
of the stated objectives of the RSV. We cannot 
accept responsibility for unwarranted denunciations 
of the version which were lacking in objectivity. 
Like all other versions this one has both good and 
bad features and we cannot commit ourselves either 
to unreserved denunciation or unqualified commen- 
dation. 


Among the good features of the RSV we note 
the following: 


1. As evangelicals we rejoice in every attempt 
to bring God’s written Word, the Bible, closer to 


_ the people; and we are glad to note the increased 


interest in Bible reading and study caused by the 
RSV. 
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2. We believe there is need for a Bible in the 
speech of modern America; and we recognize the 
excellencies of many of the renderings of the RSV. 


3. We are committed to the practice of scientific 
textual criticism and the desire to recover the closest 
possible approximation of the autographs of the 
Bible; we therefore commend the RSV for its use 
of the ancient manuscripts and its correction of the 
King James Version where the King James trans- 
lators did not have access to the oldest readings. 


+. We appreciate the expressed willingness of the 
Committee of the RSV to consider suggestions from 
all sections of the Bible-reading public and the 
evidence that they have been responsive to such 
suggestions in the past. 


Among the bad points of the RSV we list the 
following: 


|. We regret that some features of the publicity 
campaign seemed designed to promote sales rather 
than describe the distinctive features of the RSV 
as compared to its predecessors. 


2. We do not approve of any attempts by “pres- 
sure from the top” designed to cause the version to 
displace earlier versions, but think it should be 
offered to the public for what it is worth and al- 
lowed to stand on its own merits. 


3. The policy of the RSV O.T. in making ex- 
tensive use of conjectural emendations we believe 
to be one of the most unjustifiable single features of 
the version. 


4. We note that the practice of preferring a more 
pleasant or easy versional reading in preference to 
the Hebrew was resorted to too frequently. We 
regret the apparently inaccurate footnote to Mt. 
1:16, which questions the virgin birth of Christ. 


5. We protest the neglect of the principle of the 
unity of the Bible and the corresponding need for 
translation with regard to the analogy of Scrip- 
ture, as evidenced by the failure of the RSV suf- 
ficiently to correlate the Old Testament with the 
New Testament. Certain Messianic prophecies of 
the Old Testament were modified in such a manner 
as to weaken their relevancy to the Messiah, with- 
out sufficient academic reasons, e. g. Ps. 2:11-12, 
Ps. 45:6, and Zech. 12:10. We oppose the use of 
“voung woman” in preference to the RSV mar- 
ginal rendering “virgin” in Isa. 7:14. 


6. We think no version can be made entirely free 
of theological bias and that the RSV is no exception. 
Our tentative conclusion is that such bias as exists 
is not in the direction of historic or “orthodox” 
Christianity. We regret the predominating num- 
ber of those theologically liberal on the committee 
of translators, since theology inevitably influences 
translation, 


7. Certain inconsistencies mar the version, which 
we hope future printings can at least partially elim- 
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inate. Among these are the capitalization of ruach 
(Spirit) in the RSV O.T. when used in connection 
with ’elohim (God), and the restriction of ‘“‘thee’’ 
and “‘thou’”’ to deity followed by the failure to apply 
it at some points to Jesus Christ. 


8. We regret the undue freedom of translation, 
which appears at times to interpret rather than 
merely translate. 


Conclusion: Although we recognize the merits of 
the RSV, we yet regret its textual unreliability and 
the current attempt to impose it as the authorized 
Bible; and we look forward to an improved trans- 
lation more generally acceptable. 


Twelfth Assembly Men’s 
Council March Meeting 


The Assembly’s Men’s Council held a four-day 
meeting in New Orleans, La., March 6-7-8, fol- 
lowing a meeting of the Executive Committee the 
preceding day. 


Royall R. Brown, of Winston Salem, N. C., was 
elected President of the Council, succeeding Emile 
Dieth of New Orleans, La. Other new officers in- 
clude: John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn., 
First Vice-President; Ed C. Hammond, Atlanta, 
Ga., Second Vice-President; Kim Hedrick, War- 
ren, Ark., Secretary, and A. C. Verner, Bellaire, 
Tex., Treasurer. 


The following men are on the present Executive 
Committee of the Council: E. F. McLeod, Macon, 
Ga.; Ed Edens, Okolona, Miss.; the Rev. Donald 
Erwin, Atlanta, Ga.; the Rev. John S. Brown, 
West Austin, Tex.; Nat Reiney, Lewisburg, Tenn. ; 
Dr. Harmon Ramsey, Athens, Ga.; Dr. James G. 
Patton, Decatur, Ga.; and Emile Dieth, New Or- 


leans, La. 


Speakers during the four-day session were Con- 
gressman Walter H. Judd, U. S. Congress repre- 
sentative from Minnesota; Dr. Marshall Dendy, 
Executive Secretary of the Board of Education; Dr. 
Edward Grant, Director of Institutions for the 
State of Louisiana; Dr. J. Preston Stevenson, 
Clarksdale, Miss.; and Clinton Harris, Board of 


Education. 


Plans for the Assembly-wide Men’s Convention 
were discussed by the Executive Committee of the 
Assembly Men’s Council at its recent meeting in 
New Orleans. The convention is to be held in New 


Orleans, La., October 15-17, 1954. 


John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn., was 
named chairman of the Finance and Attendance 
Committee for the Convention. 


Gov. Robert F. Kennon, governor of Louisiana, 
and Past President of the Men of the Assembly, 
was named chairman of the Program Committee. 


Approximately 10,000 men are expected to attend 
the Convention. 
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Vacation Fund For 
Presbyterian Ministers 


Annually during the last 40 years many ministers 
of our Church have enjoyed the benefits of this 
Vacation Fund. Voluntary gifts on the part of 
members of our Church have made it possible for 
hundreds of our ministers with limited incomes to 
enjoy seasons of inspiration and physical refresh- 
ment at the various conference grounds of our 
Church. Had it not been for this generous giving 
on the part of some members of our Church, many 
ministers would have found it impossible to have 
gotten away from the heavy duties for restful vaca- 
tion. Many of them have not enjoyed vacations for 
years because of their limited incomes. 


It is my privilege to serve as Chairman of the 
Board of Managers of this Fund, and my heart has 
been deeply stirred by the expressions of gratitude 
which have come from those who have benefited by 
these vacations made possible through the Minis- 
ters’ Vacation Fund each year. On behalf of this 
Board of Managers it is my privilege to invite the 
readers of this article again to support this worthy 
cause by generous contributions. 


Every minister needs to get away from the routine 
of daily responsibilities, and there are no better 
places than one of the several conference grounds of 
our Church. Many of our ministers can afford such 
privileges without assistance. Such, however, is not 
the case with reference to those who are invited to 
share the benefits of the Vacation Fund. Those who 
are to benefit from this Fund are selected carefully 
through advice from members of the same presby- 
teries. 


If your heart prompts you to share in this worth- 
while undertaking, kindly make your check payable 
to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, and mail the same 
to her at Montreat, North Carolina. She will ac- 
knowledge receipt of any contributions, and we hope 
to be able to send at least 200 such ministers on 
greatly needed vacations during the conference sea- 
son, 


The following quotation selected from hundreds 
of such letters of thanks reveals the benefits which 
accrue to those who attend one of these conferences 
because of the Vacation Fund: 


“Thank you again for the privilege of being one 
of the beneficiaries this year of the Vacation Fund. 
It was a wonderful experience to be able to attend 
the Church Extension Conference at Montreat. | 
hope that I will be able to bring back to the 
Churches something of the inspiration and zeal 
which I caught there.”’ 


Please accept hearty thanks for whatever con- 
tributions may be sent. 


Wade H. Boggs, Chairman, 
The Vacation Fund. 


122 South Fourth Street, 
Room 410, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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Passing Of Rev. E. B. Wooten 


Services for Rev. E. B. Wooten, 44, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Winchester, Ky., 
were conducted on March 23, in the sanctuary of 
the church which he served, Rev. D. Yandell Page 


officiating. 


Mr. Wooten came to the church in Winchester 
in September 1944, after having served pastorates 
at Bloomfia@f and Cynthia, Ky. He was born in 
East Palessine, Ohio, and was a graduate of Hamp- 
y College and Union Theological Sem- 
irginia. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Wooten, a daughter and a son, his mother, 
rs and three brothers. 


Fleece Is Elected Full 
President Of Columbia 
Bible College 


The Columbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C., 
board of trustees has expressed confidence in the 
leadership of Dr. G. Allen Fleece, acting president, 
by electing him full and permanent president of the 
institution, it was announced March 17 at the 
chapel hour. 


Doctor Fleece, one of the best known Bible 
teachers and spiritual-life conference speakers in 
the nation, has been closely associated with the Bible 
College since 1938 when he came on the faculty. 
He was elected acting president last summer when 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, the institution’s founder 
and leader since 1923, died suddenly. 


The election of Doctor Fleece was announced by 
Dr. Norman B. Harrison of Minneapolis, Minn., 
nationally-known Bible conference speaker, and a 
member of the board of trustees. Doctor Harrison 
expressed the board’s thankfulness to God at being 
able to find so able and consecrated a leader for the 
continuing work of the school. The students warm- 
ly applauded the news of Doctor Fleece’s election, 
interrupting Doctor Harrison’s announcement to 
do so. 


Born in Louisville, Ky., Doctor Fleece came to 
Columbia Bible College in 1938 from the pastorate 
of Central Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga. 
He was educated at Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity and Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 
Ga., and has also served as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Covington, Ga., and the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga. 
He is now affiliated with the Fellowship of Inde- 
pendent Evangelical Churches. Washington and 
Lee conferred on him the honorary degree Doctor of 
Divinity. 


In demand all over the nation as a conference 
speaker, Doctor Fleece was for a time on the fac- 
ulty of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. He is 
43 years of age. 
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Palmer Orphanage Survey 


The Board of Trustees of Palmer Orphanage, 
Columbia, Miss., met in special session on March 
13th, in Columbus to consider the report of a recent 
survey study of the Orphanage. Trustees from the 
Synods of Louisiana, Mississippi, and the First 
Presbyterian Church have had the full report made 
by the Social Workers recommended by The Child 
Welfare League of America for study before the 
meeting. Many recommendations were made, on 
the basis of the survey, as to the policies of the 
home: no indication was given that its work was or 
is becoming unnecessary as a service rendered to 


children by the Church. 


Primary recommendations were rebuilding and 
possible relocation of the Home. Three propositions 
were considered by the Trustees: Rebuilding on the 
present site, rebuilding on a site that may be dis- 
covered in or adjacent to Columbus, or rebuilding 
on any other site made available and usable for this 
purpose. Since no definite recommendation could be 
made without more information as to the possibility 
of accomplishing either of the survey proposals, the 
Executive Committee was charged to publicize the 
situation, discover the opinions of the constituency, 
and make a recommendation to the annual meeting 
of the Board in July. The Executive Committee is 
composed of Mr. W. C. Stinson, Jr., Greenwood, 
Miss., Dr. W. L. McLeod, Shreveport, La., and 
Mr. Robin Weaver, Columbus, Miss. 


The William Black Home 


Guests attending the General Assembly meeting 
in Montreat, N. C., June 4, 7:30 P.M. may se- 
cure reservations at the William Black Home by 
addressing Miss Betty Maxwell, Montreat, N. C. 
as the Home will be open this season during June, 
July and August. 

After June First, the new manager, Mrs. Faye 
Williams, Davidson, N. C., assisted by Miss Loma 
Nisbet and Miss Rea Lindler, will have charge of 
reservations. Her address, after June Ist, will be 
Montreat, N. C., c/o the William Black Home. 
Remember all North Carolinians must have their 
reservations for the summer conferences in by 


JUNE the FIRST. 


On behalf of the Board, 
E. E. Gillespie, President. 
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